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Kinder HSPVA receives three Tommy Tune Awards
for ‘The Color Purple’

Two HISD students receive scholarships

Click here for video

April 29, 2020 — HISD’s Kinder High School for the Performing and Visual Arts received three
Tommy Tune Awards for its production of “The Color Purple” in the annual competition, which
celebrates the educational value and excellence of high school musical theatre in the Greater
Houston area.

The awards were announced during a first-of-its-kind online presentation on Facebook and
YouTube on Tuesday night. The show featured Broadway, television and film stars along with
production and theatrical professionals from across the nation.

Kinder HSPVA won the following awards:

e Best Supporting Actress — Cami Moses

e Featured Performer — The Church Ladies (Tomi Akinwande, Alexandria Collins, and Keri
Palmer)

e Choreography— Courtney Jones (faculty member and former student)

“l am so proud of our talented students and staff at Kinder HSPVA, and | congratulate them on
being 2020 Tommy Tune Award winners,” HISD Interim Superintendent Grenita Lathan said. “I
am in awe of their hard work and dedication, and I’'m excited to see where their futures take
them.”

The production involved students from every creative department at Kinder HSPVA.

“l could not be prouder of our team,” Principal R. Scott Allen said. “Everyone did an outstanding
job on ‘The Color Purple,’ and we all look forward to the day when we are back in place working
on our next production. As the theater community says, ‘The curtain will rise again.””

In addition to recognizing excellence in high school musicals, the Tommy Tune Awards Program
also gives scholarships to graduating seniors who plan to pursue a career in the arts. The
average award amount is $3,100 each. Sharpstown High School student Elijah Small and Kinder
HSPVA student Jackie Simmons have been awarded scholarships.

The awards are administered by Theatre Under the Stars (TUTS). They are named for Tony-
winning actor, dancer, director, producer, and choreographer Tommy Tune, who is a graduate
of HISD’s Lamar High School.


https://www.dropbox.com/sh/v1olx3ovd3gaxfa/AACx4VJJPORxlUxsyQLBtMFqa?dl=0
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The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the
United States, with 280 schools and more than 209,772 students. The 333-square-mile district is one of the

largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area, with more than 27,000 employses.
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